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We begin 2023 with ambitious goals, including
the expansion of programs and hours, and plans
to improve the patient experience. We are
confident that these changes will make a
positive impact on those who rely on our
services. 

Our patients are our priority, but our impact
extends beyond those we serve day-to-day. 
 We often think of the broader impacts in terms
of community partnerships and collaborations,
which are significant.  And we love those.

Yet the economic impact CenterPlace has on
the community at large should not be
underestimated.  Like health centers across the
nation, CenterPlace leverages federal, state,
and local investments necessary to bring health
care where it would otherwise not exist, and
also generates economic gains within the 
 communities served. In 2022, we provided 189
jobs in and around Sarasota County. A recent
assessment by the Florida Association of
Community Health Centers has determined
that the overall economic impact of
CenterPlace Health was $29 million. Further,
there is a return on investment of 178% for
every dollar invested in CenterPlace.  (For more
information, see page 4.) 

Though we are still a young organization, we are
growing and thriving with a team focused on
providing health care with heart. I'm so proud of
the many impacts we will continue to make.

Behavioral Health Expansion
The behavioral health needs in our community 
have grown significantly throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic and CenterPlace Health is expanding our
programming to help meet the demand for services.

In the initial phase of our expansion, CenterPlace will be hiring
a full time Psychiatric APRN and a part-time Psychiatrist. We
will also be adding an additional office space at the North Port
Family Services Center. 

The first phase of this expansion has been made possible
through a generous collaborative grant from Gulf Coast
Community Foundation and Johnson & Johnson as well as
funding from Direct Relief. 

In 2022 we served 754 behavioral health patients with 3,950
behavioral health visits. All indicators point to an increased
need throughout our community. Post Hurricane Ian we are
already witnessing an increase in referrals as this area comes
to terms with this disaster.  
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Together with our community
partners we continue to assess the

mental health needs of our
community and anticipate further

expansions in the near future.

Kari Ellingstad, MPH

http://www.gulfcoastcf.org/
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Leadership Training
On January 11, our leadership team enjoyed a day of learning
new leadership concepts and skills with Archie Luper from
Pryor Learning. 

The basis of the training was leadership competencies
outlined in “The Leadership Challenge” by Kouzes and
Posner. The team focused on what it takes to be a great
leader and create a culture that helps CenterPlace Health be
an employer of choice.

We are grateful to Gulf Coast Community Foundation for
hosting us at their Venice Philanthropy Center.  It was a great
day of team building and team leadership training.

"We were so happy to gather
together as a team to

 learn vital skills to
 better serve our team and 

the patients we serve." 
-Scott Adams, COO-

Flu
RSV
COVID-19
Childhood Immunizations

Our Ringling and North Port Clinics
are providing vaccines for children
and adults. 

Vaccines:

To make appointments, please call
941.529.0200. 

Partner with Us!
We are interested in supporting
vaccine clinics at partner sites or
events.

If your organization is interested,
please reach out to Christine
Coviello at 941.867-4378.

Immunizations & 
Vaccines Available
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Newtown Health Fair January 21st from 10 am – 3pm 
Celebrating Senior Friendship Centers 50th Anniversary on January 26th
LOVN CHAT Health Fair in Nokomis January 28th from 10 am – 1 pm
North Port Newcomer Day on February 4th
Selah Freedom Tour & Collaboration Discussion February 8th
First Step Caring Hearts Luncheon on February 15th

CenterPlace Health is continually working to strengthen partnerships with organizations to
tackle issues of community concern. Our community health workers are truly “boots on the
ground” to promote health equity, reduce disparities, improve access to care, and address
social determinants of health. 

We look forward to promoting CPH and joining our community partners at events to improve
the health and well-being of our community:
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Community Collaborations
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O u r  o u t r e a c h  t e a m  i s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  C h a r l e s
&  M a r g e r y  B a r a n c i k  F o u n d a t i o n  a n d

c o m m u n i t y  p a r t n e r s  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  h e a l t h
d i s p a r i t i e s  t h a t  e x i s t  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .



  W e  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  l a u n c h  a  p i l o t  p r o g r a m

d e s i g n e d  t o  t a r g e t  t h e  d i a b e t e s  a n d
h y p e r t e n s i o n  r i s k s  a m o n g  t h e  u n d e r s e r v e d

i n  o u r  a r e a .  M o r e  d e t a i l s  c o m i n g  s o o n !

http://www.barancikfoundation.org/


Our $29 Million Economic Impact 
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